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P.I. Spenser, knight-errant of the Back Bay, returns in this stellar addition to the iconic New York
Times–bestselling series from author Ace Atkins.What started out as a joke landed seventeen-
year-old Dillon Yates in a lockdown juvenile facility in Boston Harbor. When he set up a prank
Twitter account for his vice principal, he never dreamed he could be brought up on criminal
charges, but that’s exactly what happened. This is Blackburn, Massachusetts, where zero
tolerance for minors is a way of life. Leading the movement is tough-as-nails Judge Joe Scali,
who gives speeches about getting tough on today’s wild youth. But Dillon’s mother, who knows
other Blackburn kids who are doing hard time for minor infractions, isn’t buying Scali’s line. She
hires Spenser to find the truth behind the draconian sentencing. From the Harbor Islands to a
gated Florida community, Spenser and trusted ally Hawk follow a trail through the Boston
underworld with links to a shadowy corporation that runs New England’s private prisons. They
eventually uncover a culture of corruption and cover-ups in the old mill town, where hundreds of
kids are sent off to for-profit juvie jails.

Praise for Robert B. Parker’s Kickback“It’s great to see Spenser tackle a social evil with its roots
in real life.”—Kirkus Reviews “A topical plot line propels bestseller Atkins’s engrossing fourth
Spenser novel...Once again, Atkins has done a splendid job of capturing the voice of the late
Robert B. Parker.” —Publishers
Weekly“Atkins does a wonderful job with the characters created by Parker. To loyalists it may be
heresy, but a case can be made for the Atkins novels being better than some of the last Spenser
mysteries penned by Parker. A top-notch thriller.”—Booklist “Classic Spenser—the Spenser of
wry wit, tasty food and drinks, hard workouts and lethal confrontations...Once again, Atkins has
delivered a thriller that evokes the best of Parker’s Spenser series, not least the punchy back-
and-forth of the dialogue.”—Associated Press“Written in impeccable style by Ace Atkins...Robert
B. Parker is smiling down on this brilliant Spenser adventure. It's full of everything we've come to
expect from the Boston Private Investigator—action, smart-mouthed sarcasm, the assistance of
Hawk and most of all, justice.”—Suspense MagazinePraise for Ace Atkins and the Spenser
Series“Handpicked by the Parker estate to be the keeper of the flame for the Spenser franchise,
award-winning author Ace Atkins rises flawlessly to the occasion. In addition to the signature
dialogue, all the familiars are fully resurrected: Susan, the sexy shrink; Pearl, the wonder dog;
Hawk, the wonder sidekick; good cop Quirk, and, of course, Spenser himself, that consummate
knight errant for the twenty-first century.”—Kirkus Reviews“It’s a feat when a writer creates
characters who live and breathe on the page and make readers care and keep coming back for
more. To manage that with someone else’s characters, let alone with an icon like Spenser, is a
minor miracle. Ace Atkins pulls it off.”—Chicago Sun-TimesFrom the ArtistAce Atkins
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Robert B. Parker's Little White Lies (Spenser)



Kevin Coupe, “Spenser is Back, Ace Atkins Has Him, And A Rite Of Spring Continues. Every
year, at just about this time, a book arrives at my home. For years, the author of the series of
books was Robert B. Parker; for the last few years, it has been Ace Atkins, who picked up
Parker's mantle after the iconic writer passed away.That's what happened this week. The book
was "Robert B. Parker's Kickback." I opened it lovingly, cracked open a beer, put my feet up, and
read the following opening paragraph:On the first day of February, the coldest day of the year so
far, I took it as a very good omen that a woman I'd never met brought me a sandwich. I had my
pair of steel-toed Red Wings kicked up on the corner of my desk, thawing out, when she arrived.
My morning coffee and two corn muffins were a distant memory.It is spring, and all is right with
the world because Spenser is on the case yet again.I am happy to report that "Kickback" is the
best of Atkins' four Spenser books; they've all been worthy successors to the Parker canon, but
with each book he seems to gain confidence and familiarity, adopting the Boston PI's first person
narration with increasing ease."Kickback" has all the elements that one would like from a
Spenser novel. Our hero finds himself facing off against authority figures of surpassing
arrogance - in this case, corrupt Massachusetts judges who are sending teenagers guilty of
minor crimes off to an Alcatraz-like detention center without benefit of counsel or trial. The
judges have managed to convince the municipality that this is the kind of requisite tough love
that will return the teens to the straight and narrow, but Spenser is smart enough - in part
because he probably would've been one of those teenagers - to know exploitation and
corruption when he sees it.One of the things that is interesting about "Kickback" is that Atkins is
allowing his protagonist to age a bit, to show some vulnerability. He's just come off knee
surgery: "A life's work of busting heads and kicking butts could be hard on the joints," he says at
one point. And he seems to be comfortable with some level of diminished capacity: "I was still
able to leap medium-size buildings in a single bound, but my X-ray vision was a bit iffy."But even
slightly diminished Spenser is worth a visit, because in the end, as important as physicality is to
the character, his moral center is far more critical to how he approaches his work and
environment. One of the great things about the classic American detective novel is that, when it
works, it balances two genres. On the one hand, most of them are, at their heart, westerns - the
main character is trying to tame a hostile town. But they also are morality plays, as the detective
serves as a kind of personification of ethical behavior, trying to put things as they should
be.Raymond Chandler put it this way about his detective hero, Philip Marlowe:Down these mean
streets a man must go who is not himself mean, who is neither tarnished nor afraid. He is the
hero; he is everything. He must be a complete man and a common man and yet an unusual man.
He must be, to use a rather weathered phrase, a man of honor—by instinct, by inevitability,
without thought of it, and certainly without saying it ... The story is this man’s adventure in search
of a hidden truth, and it would be no adventure if it did not happen to a man fit for adventure.The
good news about Ace Atkins, and "Kickback," is that he makes it work with a specific sense of



the place about which he is writing, the characters who embody this world (especially Hawk, one
of the best literary sidekicks ever invented), and a plot that moves forward though the mean
streets of Boston (with a side and very entertaining detour to Tampa), relentlessly, compellingly,
and with plenty of style and irony.If you're a Spenser fan, you'll enjoy it immensely. If you've yet
to crack open one of these entertaining yarns, well, it's time ... because this novel works on its
own terms, even without the enormous history of its main characters.Which leads me to the
business lesson. (You knew there would be one, right?)I had a chance to sit down with Ace
Atkins this week as he started his publicity tour for "Kickback." (This has become a nice little
tradition for the past several years. Ace probably doesn't enjoy it as much as I do, but for me, it is
a rite of spring.)One of the things we talked about was the nature of writing characters that were
invented by another writer, and Ace said that he brings to the table an ability to "find great stories
for Spenser and Hawk to star in. It is almost like they are actors who are in my company, and I
need a vehicle for these guys that's a damned good story for them to be in ... I'm looking for new,
modern stories for them to have something good to do." It wouldn't be hard to find a writer who
could simply imitate the rhythms of Parker's prose, find some familiar scenarios, and cash in on
the name ... but Ace is after something more profound than that.As a former journalist, he 's
looking for fresh ways into the characters and stories, for different angles. He may be playing
jazz, just like Parker did, but he's riffing on the melody, creating a unique backbeat, finding
chords with a different progression.That's a great business lesson. Companies that think they've
found the formula, think they've identified the magic sauce, and try to replicate that over and
over, almost certainly are going to lose any sense of authenticity, of discovery, of a unique
connection to the customer. I'm impressed by how Atkins is nurturing the tradition without being
trapped by it, and I'm already looking forward to his next Spenser novel.Spring 2016 cannot
come fast enough.”

C. Daley, “they showed me what kind of mysteries I liked. I liked characters. Originally posted at
www.csdaley.comAnyone who knows me, knows how important Robert B. Parker was to my
reading life. The Spenser novels made me a mystery reader. More importantly, they showed me
what kind of mysteries I liked. I liked characters. I liked people that were flawed. I liked stories
that showed real people, having real problems. I met Robert B. Parker a few times in my life. He
signed a few hardbacks for me (which I still have). I didn't get to talk for very long because the
line was huge but I was humbled to be able to talk to him even if for just a moment. His death left
a giant whole in the world of writers.I was beyond skeptical when they announced that several
writers would be picking up Mr. Parker's big characters. While I liked some of his other series (his
westerns in particular). I wasn't a giant fan like I was of the Spenser novels. If I was being honest
though, I hadn't really enjoyed a Spenser novel completely in years. It wasn't that they were
terrible. They had just lost a lot of the shine. I read them all but when he passed away I was
ready to shut the door and move on.Then they announced that Ace Atkins would be writing the
Spenser novels and I was intrigued. I had read him before and found him a very good writer.



Before the first book came out I was hearing some rumblings that it was quite good. I reluctantly
picked it up and read it. I was flabbergasted. It was incredibly good. Better than many of Mr.
Parker's last entries into the series. I felt like I was cheating on one of my favorite authors but I
knew the truth. There was no use denying that Atkins had returned a sense of style and flare to
Spenser. I was hooked.The latest entry continues the trend. Kickback is a fairly straight forward
story. A group of individuals are doing bad things. In this case, it is jailing teens in a money
making scheme. A distraught mom comes to Spenser for help and he then doggedly pursues
the bad guys until he annoys them so much they try to kill him. Spenser has always been very
good at the annoying thing.Atkins gives us everything we want. A very tight and action packed
story. Great characters and great dialogue abound. Like all Spenser novels the story reads
incredibly fast (I finished it on one sitting). It is deceptively good. The story just sneaks up on you
and makes you care. Atkins has added a few new touches that Mr. Parker never really tried and
they work well in here. When I finished the book I felt like I had consumed a great meal and
washed it down with a beer. It was completely satisfying. I don't know how Atkins has managed
to capture the essence of what Spenser is and how Mr. Parker wrote him but he has. If you are
looking for a great summer read to gobble up at the beach or the cabin or anywhere. Pick this
book up (and any of the other Atkin's Spenser novels). I eagerly await the next entry. Atkins is a
magician and I am a willing astounded audience member.”

CC Man, “Top Notch, Note Perfect. Damn. I'm beginning to think that Ace Atkins writes these
Spenser novels via ouija board. I heard the voice of the late Robert B. Parker throughout this
book's pretty much note perfect portrayal of his timeless characters. The wordplay between
Spenser, Hawk, and Susan seemed utterly right, as if penned by the great man himself. Mr
Atkins is an avowed fan, one reason the Parker estate chose him to continue the series.
Apparently they offered to send him the entire back catalogue so he could get a feel for the style
before penning his first Spenser novel. No need, as it turned out. He already had them all. Mr
Atkins is also doing the tricky job of updating the series. So old style bad guys such as Gino Fish
and Tony Marcus are gone. These were the kind of gangsters that probably never existed - they
had a code of sorts and Mr Parker's Boston underworld always had a curiously old-fashioned
feel to it. Of course, the Spenser character himself started out in the early books referencing the
Korean War and by-now-forgotten heavyweight boxers he tangled with in the ring before
becoming a private eye. According to the real-world timeline Spenser must be approaching his
80s but for many years in the novels he has been stuck around middle age. Mr Atkins continues
that, even describing him as middle aged at one point, although the progress of time is
acknowledged by his recently rebuilt knee and various aches and pains. But he can still pack a
mean punch as various bad guys find out in this novel. Spenser is called in by the mother of a
teen given a harsh custodial sentence for creating a fake internet site to poke fun at his school
head teacher. Investigations show that a particular judge in a small town near Boston is sending
hundreds of youngsters to detention for minor infractions. Why? The kids all end up in facilities



run by a private prison company. And the judge and his confederates all seem to have a
suspiciously high lifestyle....The plot is obviously inspired by a recent real-life US case where a
rural judge was receiving kickbacks from a private prison company for sending inmates its way.
Mr Atkins spins his plot round that, bringing in some new-style gangsters, dummy corporations,
crooked lawyers and a modernising Boston backdrop. It all works most satisfactorily. Criticisms?
There's nothing really new on show and some of the characters feel a shade underwritten,
especially the bad guys - the novel is a crisp 223 pages, perhaps not unconnected with that. And
in a world where US gangs have automatic weapons and backgrounds from Jamaica to El
Salvador the Boston underworld still seems in a time warp and - let's face it - kind of
incompetent. In the real world Spenser would have been blown away years ago if he had
crossed as many gang bosses as he has over the years. Anyway, top notch entertainment and
an interesting contrast to Mr Atkins' work in his own right, especially the Quinn Colson novels.”

David J. Boggis, “Atkins is in my opinion possibly the best of the post-Parker publishing writers.
Atkins is in my opinion possibly the best of the post-Parker publishing writers. He expertly
captures Parker's style and slips effortlessly into the skins of Spenser, Susan and Hawk. The
only reason I'm holding back that final star is that, when I closed the book, I found I couldn't quite
believe the concept underlying the plot. Fantastic read, though!”

Janra, “A lot more bad language. I’ve loved most of the books in the series but as they’ve
become more up to date the language has also moved with the times I guess. Great stories and
characters but the language makes me flinch more now.”

B. J. Pepper, “This is a good read. The mood of Spencer is caught well. This is a good read. The
mood of Spencer is caught well, but clearly not quite as good as the original. I would have liked
more of Susan Silverman, but the continuation of the genre is a great bonus.”

The book by Leslie R. Crutchfield has a rating of 5 out of 4.3. 1,427 people have provided
feedback.
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